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TURNING THE TIDE

WITH HEART, SOUL AND VISION, DESIGNER
PHILIP MITCHELL RETURNS A CLASSIC MARITIME
COTTAGE TO ITS FORMER GLORY.

Tt by IRIS BENAROIA | Plieslogruply by JANET KIMBER
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ight now, I'm looking ot the most stunning view

of the waber Drom my back window,” saivs Toronio

nll:si;l,l'-u.r FPhilip Mitchell from his weekend home

in Chester, NS, “Some dave, 50 boats eall by.”

O this afternoon at Morning Tide, the

clharming 1860 Gothic Revival cottage restored by
Fhilip two years ago, grapefruit-sized hvdrangeas bob in
the breeze thanks to his partner, Mark Narsansky, the
green thumb in the relationship, wiho is also a painter,
Mark has planted two varieties of hvdrangeas, six types
of roses, erimzon-coloured geranivmes and lilae (rees,
The latter emit a heady scent to passersby in Ehe quaint
towvn of about 2 0040,

It may be o low-key seaside town, but Chester enn
satisfy even the epicurean, says Philip. Patisseries,
organic grocers and a farmers market are all within
walking distance, where Fhilip and Mark buy fresh
ingredients for frequent get-togethers with friends. Thew
also spend their time engaging in marathon lownging-
and-reading sessions in the sunroem — or "summer
living room,” as they call it.

“In the city, we live very differently; we work nonstop,”
save Philip of life at their primary residence, a Toronto
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condo Fhown in H&H, October 2009). His epony mous
design firm has him jetling off 1o sivle homes os far-flung
as Milan, London and the Cayman Izslands, Mark, who
rung ABA Advertising in Toronto, doesn’t have much
downtime, either. “We don't ¢ven cook at home,” says
Philip. The pair eventually want to move permanently

to Morning Tide.

Eight yvears ago, they cottoned on to Chester’s charm
when visiting friends. immediately falling in love with its
picturesque buildings, sense of community and laid-back
feiendly feel, Two vears ago, they Look the plunge and
bought the 2000-square-foot clapboard house that sits
rizht [ Elve heart of the town, *We looked at 20 properties
inmane day, and this was the lastone. Before we made it to
the zecond Flooe, we sabd, “We'll Eake it "

Originally, Morning Tide was more like Mowrning
Vibe, The derelict bwo-storey dwelling had five bedrooms
an the second Noor and had undergone absout the same
number of sloppy renovations through the years. Inan
attempt to modernize it, “the beautiful charm, detail
and architectural elements had been stripped from the
house,” says Philip. “A lot of people said they srould have
torn it down, but we zow the potential.
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